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rosenfeld porcini is proud to present Greek painter Marianna Gioka’s inaugural UK solo show
‘Landscape’. This follows her participation in the gallery’s fifth themed group exhibition ‘Around
Drawing’, which gathered artists who clearly use traditional drawing methods to forge their
artistic language, and artists –who although not traditional draughtsmen, have produced works
which can be closely related to a vision of what does, in fact, constitute a drawing. The gallery
will feature Gioka’s most recent paintings and works from earlier periods in her career.
Marianna Gioka’s works have, from very early days, been distinguished by an extraordinary sensitivity
to her materials. Her wide variety of mark making has a balance and harmony whichever gesture she
calls upon. Initially, her interest in landscape used an idea of architecture to provide the structure –an
earlier series was inspired by Italo Calvino’s ‘Invisible Cities’ while other pictures include tiny
landscapes, which call to mind Vermeer’s ‘View of Delft’. Gradually however, her paintings have
acquired greater freedom and her marks have become even more diversified: The gestures now
floating in space. For her most recent canvases, Gioka begins by painting an abstract background,
which resembles a sky scene –recalling Constable’s ‘Cloud’ pictures; after this, she begins the lengthy
and extensive process of pen and brush strokes. The structure in her works appears naturally and
organically from the bewildering array of marks.
What one looks for in an artist is the capacity of growth and the desire for perpetual exploration,
which is relevant in Marianna Gioka’s case. Whereas for some artists, the investigation leads to
frequent complete changes of direction, Gioka preserves the originality of her voice: It has never
been lost but only increased in the power of her journey. Marianna Gioka’s first solo exhibition in the
gallery will be a continual dialogue between present day works and pictures from earlier in her
career. There is a remarkable consistency in the quality of Gioka’s output; even though the paintings
have greatly evolved over the years, they remain instantaneously recognizable. Gioka’s earlier pieces
still bear a strong relationship to what she is currently doing, but there is now, a newfound sense of
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abandon in her working process. Even her most recent paintings have undergone a change: In the
beginning, the painted background had a pastel feel with subtle changes of colour, but always very
light so as to give prominence to the next and fundamental stage of the painting. In the last few
months however, the background has become progressively darker so that there is now a real
tension between background and mark-making where before there was harmony.
Landscape is one of art’s great subjects; its history in western painting terms can be traced back to a
series of frescoes in Villa Livia in Ancient Rome. From a narrative description or interpretation of
reality, landscape has become a more inward looking idea, which incorporates works that could be
seen as abstract but are in fact concerned, in a non descriptive way, with its essence. Marianna Gioka
has gone from descriptive to imaginary landscapes and finally to what she is doing today, looking
ever more inward to create ‘landscapes of the mind’.

Notes to the editors
Marianna Gioka (b. 1980, Greece) attended the Pratt Institute, NYC (2006); the School of Fine Arts,
Madrid (2002-2003); and the School of Fine Arts, Athens (2000-2005). The artist currently lives and
works in Athens. Gioka had numerous solo and group exhibitions in Greece and has shown at art
fairs internationally. Her paintings are regularly acquired for private and public collections:
Eurobank; Marfin Bank; Benaki Museum; Vore Museum; National Theatre of Greece; private
collections in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, USA, France, Italy and Greece.
Rosenfeld Porcini Gallery
Founded in June 2011 by Ian Rosenfeld and Dario Porcini, rosenfeld porcini occupies a prime
location in the heart of the dynamic gallery district of London’s Fitzrovia with 3,000 square feet of
gallery space. rosenfeld porcini has a strong international outlook. The gallery values a cross
referencing approach both through exhibitions curated around themes in art and a cultural program
focusing on unique events involving artists across all disciplines – visual arts, performance and music ,
which are meant to challenge perceptions.

Exhibition Schedule
11 December – 20 February 2016
26 February – 9 April 2016

Roberto Almagno: Solo Exhibition
Emmanuel Barcilon: Solo Exhibition

Nearest Tube:
Opening Times:

Oxford Circus, Tottenham Court Road & Goodge Street
Tuesday to Friday 11am - 7pm & Saturday 11am - 6pm
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